Dear partner and associates, 

I would like to share with you information which is important for me personally and I believe for the common issues we were working on. I accepted the invitation of Mr. Mladjan Dinkic, leader of G17 PLUS party to be a candidate on their election list for Serbian Parliament as a non-party member for the coming Parliamentary elections.

This decision is the result of my beliefs that this is the opportunity for persons with disabilities to have for the first time their representatives in Serbian Assembly, in the place where great and important decisions for all citizens comes to life. This is the opportynity to present our moto „NOTHING ABOUT US WITHOUT US“ on the highest level.

This decision gives the opportunities to me and to Center for Independent Living Serbia, where I am working, and to disability movement generally to continue our work on disability awareness rising, disability phenomena, to advocate for social model of disability and realisation of human rights of persons with disabilities on one new and qualitative way. Chance like this is extremely important for overall disability policy and process of its implementation in Serbia and involvement of persons with disabilities is of key importance for that.

This decision has been made as the representatives of G17 PLUS, together with their other colleagues in Serbian Parliament and Assembly support the initiative for improvement the status of persons with disabilities. I also believe that this is the party working for  European integration and implementation of European standards for all people, including persons with disabilities as a new approach in solving poverty and unemployment problems, which are highly important for Serbian citizens and disability population as well.

I believe that my work untill now in Serbian disability movement and my struggle for improvement of status of persons with disabilities could explain why I accept this new and for me great challenge. I hope that you will support me on this way through your suggestions, comments and critics, no matter which political side you belong to and which I deeply respect, of course.

With best wishes for your future work,

Sincerely yours

Gordana Rajkov

